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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District)               and Senator Edward M. Kennedy announced today that the final version               of the FY 2001 Defense Appropriations bill includes $4 million in               federal funding for University of Massachusetts - Amherst's Large               Millimeter Telescope (LMT) Project. The bill passed in the U.S.               House of Representatives yesterday, and is expected to pass the               Senate this week.

               "The telescope has the potential to bring about dramatic advances               in defense and astronomy technology," Olver said. "I'm               delighted that we've been able to secure continued funding for the               project."

               The LMT project is a cooperative scientific effort between the University               of Massachusetts and three Mexican academic institutions. The project               is uniquely funded through a combination of sources coming from               the U.S. government, the State of Massachusetts, UMASS, and the               government of Mexico and Mexican universities.

               "Scientists at UMASS are playing a key role in this innovative               collaboration. This funding will allow work on the telescope to               go forward, and will let us eventually learn more about the farthest               reaches of our universe," Olver said.

               Senator Kennedy said, "Space continues to be the next frontier.               For many years to come, the Large Millimeter Telescope will be an               indispensable resource in the ongoing exploration of the universe,               and it will also bring great benefits to our national defense. I               commend the scientists at UMASS for their leadership in this cutting-edge               aspect of astronomy."

               When fully constructed the telescope will be the largest millimeter               wavelength telescope in the world, and will be able to survey space               and detect explosive events in the galaxy. Instead of detecting               light, the telescope relies on tiny electromagnetic waves for its               data. The telescope will be multipurpose and will provide research               data relevant to the deployment of high energy weapons, and the               tracking missiles, satellites, space debris and asteroids. Furthermore,               the LMT has the potential to detect activity from stars and galaxies               that existed billions of years ago.
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